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S-1884.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5666

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Stevens, Har gr ove, McAuliffe, Carrell,
Brandl and, Del vin, Roach, Rasnmussen and Kohl - Wl | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to information sharing in child dependency cases;
amendi ng RCW 13. 34. 350; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that to aid in the
prevention of tragic deaths of children in the child welfare system
those responsible for nmeking placenent decisions in cases of child
abuse or negl ect should have the rel evant evidence available to themto
aid them in making placenent decisions that wll best protect the
safety and welfare of the child.

Sec. 2. RCW13.34.350 and 2001 ¢ 52 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) In order to facilitate comruni cation of information needed to
serve the best interest of any child who is the subject of a dependency
case filed under this chapter, the departnent of social and health
services shall, consistent with state and federal |aw governing the
rel ease of confidential information, establish guidelines, and shal
use those guidelines for the facilitation of comrunication of rel evant
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information anong divisions, providers, the courts, the famly,
caregi vers, caseworkers, and others.

(2) In any case in which a child is renoved from his or her hone
based on allegations of child abuse or neglect, the followng
informati on or docunents nust be provided in their entirety to persons
listed in subsection (3) of this section, when those individuals are
involved in a placenent decision:

(a) Health care information regarding the child, including but not
l[imted to physician or other nedical professional records, reports,
notes, or letters regarding the child;

(b) Substance abuse treatnent records regarding the parent or the
child that may be relevant to the placenent decision and then only if
treatnment was ordered by the court or the subject of the record
consents to the release, and the release is consistent with state and
federal |aw

(c) Mental health treatnent records of the parent or the child that

may be relevant to the placenent decision, if treatnent was ordered by
the court or the subject of the record consents to the rel ease, and the

release is consistent with state and federal |aw,

(d) OGher information or docunents relevant to the placenent
deci si on.

(3) The information and docunents listed in subsection (2) of this
section nust be nmde available, in their entirety, to the follow ng
persons, when applicable, prior to any review hearing or pernanency
planning hearing in which any party is recomending that a child be
returned hone:

(a) Any caseworker assigned to the case;

(b) Any supervisor of a caseworker assigned to the case;

(c) Any court hearing a matter relating to the dependency of the
chil d;

(d) Any nenber of a child protection teamreview ng the case;

(e) Any gquardian ad litemor legal counsel for the child;

(f) A parent, gquardian, or custodian of the child or to the
parent's, quardian's, or custodian's counsel.

~-- END ---
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